
 Responsible Teammates

Concept:  Participation & Diversity 
The Big Debate: The voice of a child is as important and valuable as that of an adult.  

What will the children be learning? 

The second half of the spring term will see Year 5 explore a wide variety of topics in our subjects. The second half of every 

term features a history unit and this time we’ll be looking at the Tudor period. We’ll examine historical sources to evaluate 

whether Henry VIII was a fair ruler or a tyrant, as well as the reasons behind his six marriages and the fate of Anne Boleyn. 

We’ll also look at how records from the time can tell us about the daily lives of Tudor citizens. We’ll combine computing 

and DT to design and create monitoring devices for small animals using CAD software and pocket-sized Micro:bit 

computers.  In art, we’ll experiment with different media and methods to create self-portraits, culminating in a portrait 

using mixed-media of our choosing. In science, we’ll learn about the life cycles of plants, mammals, birds, amphibians and 

insects, while in music we’ll continue working on African drumming with Mrs Lewis. In French, we’ll learn some verbs that 

will help with explaining day to day routine and in RE our keyword this term is Salvation and how that relates to the 

Christian story. 

English 

Our English work in this half term begins with 

exploring poems from ‘The Book of Lost Words’ by 

Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris, from which we’ll 

learn techniques to write acrostic poems about 

animals. Following on from our work on oceans, we’ll 

also think about Christopher Columbus’ voyage across 

the pacific in 1492 by researching and writing a 

biography. Through this we’ll also be able to roleplay 

some of the key characters of the time and debate 

whether he really did ‘discover’ America. 

How to help at home 

Our homework routine runs from Monday to Monday as usual. 

New homework booklets will go home in the first week of the 

term. The regular homework tasks are as follows: 

• Reading: Regular independent reading (four times a week for 

a house point, five times for two). It would be especially 

great if you could listen to our child read to you, or a sibling, 

and ask questions about the text to check their 

understanding. We have Reading Masters booklets that will 

help with this – just ask if you’ve mislaid the one given in 

Year 3.  

• Spelling: Regular practice either using the sheet in the 

homework booklet or Spelling Shed. Two house points for 

five or more sessions a week. 

• Maths: Weekly maths challenge in the maths homework 

booklet and regular practise on TT Rockstars to develop or 

secure tables knowledge. Two house points for engaging in 

both tasks. 

 

Please photograph the homework booklets to show engagement 

and upload to Google classroom. The websites and passwords 

needed for all of this are in your Dojo message thread, sent in 

September. Please also don’t forget our Sora eLibrary, which 

contains thousands of age-appropriate books. Information for 

accessing this is in the same password document in your Dojo 

message thread. 

Maths 

Our maths learning this half term focuses on 

deepening children’s understanding of number and 

measure. We begin by exploring volume, using 

practical activities before learning how to calculate 

volume using cubic units. Building on their prior work 

with fractions, children will then learn how to multiply 

fractions, using visual models and real-life contexts to 

help them see how parts of a whole can be scaled. 

Finally, we’ll revisit long multiplication, giving pupils 

opportunities to refine their written methods, apply 

them to multi step problems, and build accuracy and 

confidence. 

Other information 

• PE: Our PE days are Tuesday and Thursday. This half term our topics will be badminton on Tuesdays, and tag rugby on 

Thursdays. It helps us hugely if on PE days ear rings aren’t worn so we don’t have to worry about taking them out, and 

long hair is tied back. These are both statutory safety requirements for school PE lessons. 

• Library and book band books: The school library is open every morning break time for children to change books as 

and when they need to. Children still learning to read also have access to our separate book band library and our 

allotted time there is on Wednesday mornings. Children on book bands are encouraged to change books weekly, 

keeping one in school for afternoon reading and one at home for home use. 

• Daily Equipment: Space in the cloakroom is very limited; please ensure your child only brings essential items to 

school i.e. water bottle and coat. Please can you encourage your children not to bring large rucksacks, as pupils cannot 

hang their coats and large rucksacks on a peg. 


