
 

Concept:  Exploring the World 
The Big Debate: Making a difference to the world is critical for the future. 

What will the children be learning?  

For the first half of the spring term, much of our work will follow the theme of voyages and adventures. We’ll be 

heading out into space in science to explore the celestial bodies in our local solar system. We’ll also look at the 

relationship between the Earth and the Moon and why we have day and night as well as tides and time zones. In 

computing we’ll learn about the Mars rovers and how they send information back to Earth from so far away. Then in 

art, we’ll look at retro-futuristic space imagery as well as printing techniques. In geography, our topic will be oceans 

and why they are so important to the planet. This will include a study of the Great Barrier Reef and also what needs 

to be done to keep our oceans healthy and clean. In PSHE we’ll discuss how we keep safe in a variety of contexts and 

our topic for RE is love, encompassing Humanism and the Golden Rule. Our indoor PE will be dance and outside we’ll 

be brushing up our football skills on the field.  

English  

Our English work this half term will expand on the 

topics from our curriculum under the theme of 

exploration and adventure. It begins with a creative 

piece describing a rainforest setting. For this we’ll set 

the scene by reading the opening of ‘The Explorer’ by 

Katherine Rundell and then immerse ourselves in the 

sights and sounds of the rainforest to get our creative 

juices flowing.  

 

We’ll also tie into our science work by looking at the 

1969 moon landing and write a newspaper report to 

cover the main events, exploring the pioneering 

journey that the crew of Apollo 11 undertook.  

How to help at home  

Our homework routine runs from Monday to Monday as 

usual. New homework booklets will go home in the first 

week of the term. The regular homework tasks are as 

follows:  

• Reading: Regular independent reading (four times a 

week for a house point, five times for two). It would be 

especially great if you could listen to our child read to 

you, or a sibling, and ask questions about the text to 

check their understanding. We have Reading Masters 

booklets that will help with this – just ask if you’ve 

mislaid the one given in Year 3.   

• Spelling: Regular practice either using the sheet in the 

homework booklet or Spelling Shed. Two house points 

for five or more sessions a week.  

• Maths: Weekly maths challenge in the maths 

homework booklet and regular practise on TT 

Rockstars to develop or secure tables knowledge. Two 

house points for engaging in both tasks.   

  

Please photograph the homework booklets to show 

engagement and upload to Google classroom. The 

websites and passwords needed for all of this are in your 

Dojo message thread, sent in September. Please also don’t 

forget our Sora eLibrary, which contains thousands of age-

appropriate books. Information for accessing this is in the 

same password document in your Dojo message thread.   

Maths  

During the first half of the spring term, we will be 

covering a range of important mathematical topics. We 

will begin by developing children’s understanding of 

decimals and fractions, focusing on recognising 

decimals as fractions and vice versa. We will then move 

on to geometry, where pupils will learn to recognise 

different types of angles and practise drawing them 

accurately. Alongside this, children will build confidence 

in addition and subtraction with numbers containing 

more than four digits, including rounding these 

numbers to estimate answers. Finally, we will revisit 

fractions by adding and subtracting fractions with the 

same denominator. 

Other information  

• PE: Our PE days continue to be Tuesday and Thursday. On Tuesdays, our topic this half term is dance, while on 

Thursdays it will be football. It helps us hugely if on PE days ear rings aren’t worn so we don’t have to worry 

about taking them out, and long hair is tied back. These are both statutory safety requirements for school PE 

lessons. 

• Library: The school library is open every morning break time for children to change books as and when they 

need to. Children still learning to read also have access to our separate book band library and our allotted time 

there is on Wednesday mornings. Children on book bands are encouraged to change books weekly, keeping one 

in school for afternoon reading and one at home for home use.   

 


